
TITLE YEAR SUMMARY TOPIC(S)

Fast Times at Ridgemont High 1982

Movie about a group of teenagers in Southern 

California. One girl, Stacy, gets pregnant and 

decides to have an abortion. 

Abortion

La operación 1982

This documentary highlights the social policy 

of female sterilization in Puerto Rico. This 

island has the highest rate of sterilization in 

the world. Over one-third of its women have 

undergone what is commonly referred to as 

“La operación” (The Operation). García 

incorporates interviews with working-class 

and middle-class women of differing racial and 

ethnic backgrounds who have undergone this 

procedure. 

Forced sterilization

Dirty Dancing 1987

Johnny's dance partner Penny (Cynthia 

Rhodes) becomes pregnant by waiter Robbie 

and risks losing her job as a professional 

dancer, and therefore her livelihood, if she the 

baby.  Penny gets a loan to pay for an illegal  

abortion which ends up being botched and 

leaving her in agonizing pain. A real doctor is 

called in to the emergency situation to save 

Penny's life.

Abortion

Une Affaire de femmes (Story of Women) 1988
During World War II, in occupied France, a 

woman supports her family by performing 

abortions.

Abortion

Just Another Girl on the IRT 1992

High school student Chantel Mitchell (Ariyan 

A. Johnson) dreams of escaping her tough, 

poor Brooklyn neighborhood. What she wants 

most is to go to college and become a doctor. 

Determined not to follow the dead-end path so 

many of her friends have taken, Chantel is 

smart, confident and has the will to 

accomplish anything and everything … until 

she discovers she's pregnant. 

Teen Pregnancy

Motherless: A Legacy of Loss from Illegal 

Abortion 
1992

A documentary with stories of people who, as 

children, lost their mothers to complications 

from illegal abortions.

Abortion; Historical

Never Go Back: The Threat to Legalized 

Abortion
1992

A 15-minute educational video outlining the 

political impact of Supreme Court nominees 

and Senate filibusters.

Abortion

Toward Intimacy 1992

Women with disabilities are working towards 

full participation in all areas of life. Toward 

Intimacy is a cross-disability affirmation of the 

right of women with disabilities to seek, 

develop and sustain intimate relationships 

with the partners of their choice. In this 

moving one-hour film, four disabled women 

from across Canada share their personal 

experiences, with particular emphasis on 

sexuality, self-esteem, stereotyping, and 

parenting.

Women, disabilities, reproductive health

When Abortion Was Illegal: Untold Stories 1992
Through testimonials, looks at the 

consequences for women who became 

pregnant before abortion was legalized.

Abortion

Hell's Angel

1994
Looks at Mother Teresa's campaigns against 

contraception and abortion and her ties to 

right-wing leaders. 

Abortion

From Danger to Dignity: The Fight for Safe 

Abortion 1995

The Fight for Safe Abortion weaves together 

two parallel stories: the evolution of 

underground networks that helped women 

find safe abortions outside the law, and the 

intensive efforts by activists and legislators to 

decriminalize abortion through legislative and 

judicial channels. 

Abortion

From the Back-Alleys to the Supreme Court & 

Beyond
1995

This Academy-Award nominated film is a 

trilogy of three short films: (1) When Abortion 

Was Illegal: Untold Stories; (2) From Danger 

to Dignity: The Fight for Safe Abortion; and 

(3) The Fragile Promise of Choice: Abortion in 

the U.S. Today

Abortion



Jane: An Abortion Service 1995

"Jane" was a women's health group in Chicago 

which performed safe abortions between 1969 

and 1973, while the procedure was still illegal.

Abortion; Historical

Leona's Sister Gerri 1995

The story behind an iconic photograph of an 

unnamed woman lying dead from an illegal 

abortion.

Abortion

Citizen Ruth 1996

A movie (comedy) about a women who huffs 

paint, gets pregnant, and then everyone has an 

opinion on what she should do.

Abortion

Fragile Promise of Choice: Abortion in the 

United States Today
1996

This video examines the impact of lack of 

access and affordability, clinic harassment and 

violence, religious issues, and restrictive 

legislation on reproductive rights in America.

Abortion; Historical

If These Walls Could Talk 1996

This film follows the stories of three women in 

different time periods, each deciding whether 

or not to have an abortion. The segments are 

set in 1952, 1974, and 1996, and each focus on 

the social attitudes toward abortion dominant 

at the time.

Abortion

Legislating a Tragedy 1996

Women who have had late-term abortions 

share their stories in the context of so-called 

"partial-birth abortion" bans.

Abortion

Sleepers 1996

A legal drama that focuses on four childhood 

friends that grew up in Hell's Kitchen in New 

York City during the 1960's. Their lives forever 

change when they nearly kill a man after 

pulling a prank on a hotdog vendor. As 

punishment, they are sentenced to serve time 

at the Wilkinson Home for Boys in upstate 

New York. There, the boys are systematically 

beaten, abused, and raped by guards. Fourteen 

years later, the boys forge a plan, ultimately 

using the justice system to get even.

Sexual Abuse

The Sterilization of Leilani Muir 1996

Documentary about a woman who was 

coercively sterilized by the Canadian 

government on the grounds that she was a 

"mental defective" and her attempt to get 

justice. 

Coercive sterilization

I Witness: Shot Down in Pensacola 1998

This documentary is about a community's 

tensions surrounding abortion and the 

infamous story of two doctors and a clinic 

escort who were murdered in front of a family 

planning facility in Florida.

Anti-Choice Protesting; Clinic Violence

O Adolescente e a Arte Pelos Direitos Humanos 

(Adolescents and the Cultural Arts for 

Citizenship)

1998
Teens address topics such as family, sexuality, 

and HIV/AIDS through artistic expression.
International

Boys Don't Cry 1999

This award-winning movie tells the tragic 

story of Brandon Teena.  Born Teena Brandon, 

his life as a young man is cut short when his 

friends find out his secret. The film is based on 

actual events.

LGBTQIQ

Breaking the Silence: Issues in Lesbian Health 

Care
1999

An educational video for health care providers, 

covering topics from establishing a good 

doctor-patient relationship to assisted 

reproductive technology and increased health 

risks.

LGBTQIQ

Cider House Rules, the 1999

This movie, based on the John Irving novel of 

the same name, centers around a young man 

raised in a Maine orphanage run by a doctor 

who performs safe but illegal abortions. 

Abortion; Historical



Things  You Can Tell By Looking At Her 1999

Rebecca (Holly Hunter) is a 39 year old bank 

manager who is having an affair with a 

married man. She discovers she is pregnant 

and explains she miscalculated her ovulation 

cycle at a time she didn’t have access to her 

usual contraception. Rebecca's gynecologist 

warns it is probably the last opportunity she 

will get to have a baby at her age. Rebecca 

schedules an abortion. 

Abortion

Dark Days 2000

A cinematic portrait of the homeless 

population who live permanently in the 

underground tunnels of New York City. 

Poverty, inequality

Generation 2000: Changing Girls' Realities 2000

Documents the challenges faced by girls in 

Africa and the work of three Nigerian women's 

organizations designed to promote health, 

education, and opportunities for girls. 

(International Women's Health Coalition)

International

High Fidelity 2000

Rob (John Cusack) chastises his girlfriend 

Laura (Iben Hjejle) for having an abortion 

without his knowledge. Rob cheated on Laura 

at the time she found out she was pregnant 

and she learned of the infidelity before she got 

to tell him. Laura terminates the pregnancy 

without consulting Rob because their 

relationship is falling apart. When Laura later 

confesses about her abortion to Rob he feels 

guilty and responds angrily. 

Abortion

Is it a Boy or a Girl? 2000

This documentary, which aired on the 

Discovery Channel touches the on the 

difficulties that intersex people face. This video 

is available for purchase at 

http://www.isna.org/videos/boy_or_girl.  

Intersex

Live Free or Die 2000

A doctor fights to prevent a hospital merger 

that will end his ability to provide abortion 

services, facing down anti-choice protesters at 

his door and his own home town.

Abortion, Anti-Choice Protesting

On Hostile Ground 2000

In October 1998, a man carrying a rifle 

assassinated Dr. Barnett Slepian in his home.  

This incident and the many like it that 

followed have altered the American perception 

of anti-abortion violence.  This film tries to 

discover how such events affect abortion 

providers in their personal and professional 

lives.

Anti-Choice Protesting; Clinic Violence

Soldiers in the Army of God 2000

A disturbing documentary exposing the 

extremist anti-choice movement and their 

devotion to a holy war against abortion.

Religion; Anti-Choice Protesting

XX/XY: A Short Documentary About Intersex 2000
This is a very short documentary about two 

individuals who are born intersex.  There is a 

link online to view this documentary at: 

http://www.isna.org/videos/xxxy.  

Intersex

Children Underground 2001

When Romanian dictator Nicolei Ceaucescu 

outlawed the use of contraceptives and 

encouraged his subjects to have more children 

in a bid to increase his nation's population, his 

campaign had a terrible and dangerous side 

effect -- thousands of children were born to 

broken or dysfunctional families in a nation 

mired in political and economic instability, 

resulting in a large and rapidly growing 

population of homeless children in the city of 

Bucharest, with their numbers estimated at 

over 20,000. Children Underground is a 

documentary that explores this ongoing 

tragedy, offering a view of the larger problem 

and taking a closer look at the lives of five 

children living on the streets of Bucharest

International, human rights, reproductive 

health



Forgotten Children: The Legacy of Poverty and 

AIDS in Africa
2001

A documentary of a day in the lives of street 

children in Zambia.
International; HIV/AIDS

Great Betrayal 2001

Society, church, school, family, and boyfriend 

all reject an ambitious teen who gets pregnant 

while trying to finish her education.

Teen Pregnancy

Making Your Choice: A Woman's Guide to 

Medical Abortion
2001

This video, aimed at women considering a 

medical abortion, covers medical v. surgical 

abortions, options for pregnancy, medications 

used, and what to expect during the abortion.

Abortion

Riding in Cars With Boys 2001

Beverly (Drew Barrymore) is a 15 year old girl 

in the 1960s who naively has sex with an 

adorable no-hoper called Ray out of gratitude 

for him fighting in her honor. When Beverly 

discovers she is pregnant she confides in her 

best friend (who later gets pregnant herself) 

and then discusses it with Ray. In a brief 

moment Beverly reveals she has heard of 

abortion but doesn't think it is an option 

because she has no money and you can only 

get them in Puerto Rico. Though Ray is willing 

to marry her, Beverly is reluctant to have a 

baby, even going so far as throwing herself 

down the stairs to try to induce a miscarriage. 

Teen pregnancy/Abortion

Southern Comfort 2001
This documentary chronicles the last year of 

Robert Eads life, a transgender individual who 

died of cervical cancer, after being denied 

treatment by over 2 dozen doctors.  

Transgender, Health care discrimination

Tumaini: Stories of Hope and Challenge 2001
Women struggle to escape prostitution in 

Kenya.
International

Bus 174 2000

Documentary depicts what happened in Rio de 

Janeiro on June 12th 2000, when bus 174 was 

taken by an armed young man, threatening to 

shoot all the passengers. Transmitted live on 

all Brazilian TV networks, this shocking and 

tragic-ending event became one of violence's 

most shocking portraits, and one of the 

scariest examples of police incompetence and 

abuse in recent years. 

Internationl; human rights

Globalize This!  Women's Rights in 

Development
2002

This documentary looks at globalization and 

associated challenges to women's rights 

activists.

International

The Magdalene Sisters 2002

Women suffer abuse in a restrictive 

"sisterhood asylum" where they have been sent 

because of their sinful behavior, such as 

flirting, being raped, or having a child out of 

wedlock.

Religion

Roe v. Wade 30 Years later: How Have 

Abortion Practices, Policy, Politics, and Public 

Opinion Changed

2002
A panel discussion on changing abortion rates, 

politics, and profiles of patients.
Abortion

Speaking Out: Women, AIDS, and Hope in 

Mali
2002

Three women attend an HIV/AIDS support 

project in Mali, and risk ostracism and 

condemnation from their families by going 

public with their HIV-positive status.

International; HIV/AIDS

Basta!  Women Say No to Violence 2003

(In Spanish; English subtitles) Survivors talk 

about the impact of gender-motivated violence 

on their health and well-being and what 

support they would like to see from health-

care providers and communities for women in 

their places.  Available at www.ippfwhr.org 

(International Planned Parenthood 

Federation.)

International; Violence against Women

In a Just World: Abortion, Contraception, and 

World Religion
2003

This documentary examines how major 

religions treat women's reproductive rights. 
Abortion; Religion

Legal but Out of Reach: Six Women's Abortion 

Stories 
2003

A documentary featuring six poor women’s 

struggles to receive abortion care.
Abortion



Love, Labor, Loss: A Documentary Film on 

Obstetric Fistula in Niger
2003

This film began as an organizing campaign in 

2003 to raise awareness of the difficulties in  

accessing health care, and the development of 

obstetric fistula when adequate medical care is 

not available to a woman in labor.
Maternal Mortality/Morbidity

Solider's Girl 2003

Based on the life of Private Barry Winchell, his 

transsexual girlfriend, their beautiful love 

story, and his tragic death.  Transgender 

The Day My God Died 2003

 The film focuses on the stories of several 

Nepalese girls who were trafficked into 

prostitution as children.

trafficking

Voices of Choice: Physicians Who Provided 

Abortions Before Roe v. Wade
2003 Doctors relate their experiences pre-Roe. Abortion; Historical

Born Into Brothels 2004

An Academy Award winner for Best Feature 

Documentary, Born into Brothels tells the 

amazing story of several children in the red 

light district of Calcutta.  It is a stirring look 

into prostitution, sex trafficking and the effect 

growing up in a Red Light District can have on 

a child.

Trafficking

Freedom to Marry 2004

This documentary focuses on same-sex 

marriages in San Francisco and Mayor Gavin 

Newsome's act of civil disobedience that led to 

the groundbreaking California Supreme Court 

Ruling, In Re Marriages.

LGBTQIQ

The Future of Food 2004

This documentary offers an in-depth 

investigation into the disturbing truth behind 

the unlabeled, patented, genetically engineered 

foods that have quietly filled grocery store 

shelves for the past decade. 

Environmental, reproductive health

Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness 2004
An award-winning, short documentary on the 

fragility of choice.
Abortion

Motherhood by Choice, Not Chance 2004

The film examines the struggle for the 

reproductive rights of women in America; it 

includes intimate interviews with those people 

involved in legalizing the right to have an 

abortion.

Abortion

Palindromes 2004

As a teen, while Aviva has no interest in sex, 

she eagerly loses her virginity to Judah 

(Robert Agri), the son of a family friend in 

hopes of getting pregnant. She does, but her 

mother insists that she have an abortion. 

Worse yet, due to a complication during the 

procedure, the doctor is forced to perform a 

hysterectomy. 

Abortion

Saved 2004

When Mary (Jena Malone), a devout senior at 

a Christian high school, accidentally gets 

pregnant, she starts to see her peers and her 

faith in a whole new way in this darkly comic 

coming-of-age story that was produced by 

R.E.M. front man Michael Stipe. Pop star 

Mandy Moore co-stars as Mary's friend Hilary 

Faye, a Fundamentalist Christian who fronts 

their all-girl group Christian Jewels with blind 

faith and fabulous vocals. 

Teen Pregnancy

Svetlana's Journey 2004

  A gripping true story about a 13 year old 

Bulgarian girl sold to into prostitution. 

http://www.svtelanasjourney.com 

Trafficking

Tying the Knot 2004

A look at the debate over same sex marriage in 

the USA. The reasons behind it are illustrated 

with real life couples that have run afoul of 

current laws despite varying levels of planning. 

Also, the reasons against it are debunked by 

proponents. 

LGBTQ, human rights

Abortion Diaries 2005
Twelve diverse women share their experiences 

with abortion.
Abortion

Brokeback Mountain 2005
The story of two Rocky Mountain cowboys 

who fall in love.
LGBTQ



I Had an Abortion 2005

Sincere documentary, candidly interviewing 10 

women who had abortions. The film presents 

the women chronologically, from illegal 

abortions as early as the 1930s to an 18 year 

old Catholic girl today, and documents how 

changing societal pressures have affected 

women’s choices and experiences. This film 

shows the human face of the women that are 

often forgotten in the debate.

Abortion

Last Abortion Clinic 2005

This Frontline episode relates how anti-choice 

activists in states such as Mississippi have 

effectively eliminated clinic and physician 

access through restrictive legislation and a 

focus on local political battles.

Abortion

Memoirs of a Geisha 2005

This film contains several story lines and 

themes of women being sold as property in 

marriages and businesses, as well as forced 

prostitution and child labor and sex 

trafficking.  It is an interesting study in how a 

cultural lens can shape what is considered 

exploitation by both the exploiters and the 

victims.

Trafficking

Mississippi Abortion Clinic 2005

Documents the barriers faced by women 

seeking abortion services at the last abortion 

clinic in Mississippi.

Abortion

Out in the Heartland 2005

This documentary looks at how anti-gay 

constitutional amendments impact families' 

daily lives.

LGBTQ

Rosita 2005

A documentary about nine-year-old 

Nicaraguan girl’s struggle to obtain a legal 

abortionwhen she becomes pregnant after a 

rape. 

Abortion, International

SpeakOut: I Had an Abortion 2005

Ten women (among them Gloria Steinem) 

speak out about their experiences with 

abortion over 70 years.

Abortion

The Education of Shelby Knox 2005

Small-town Texas teenager Shelby Knox 

becomes an advocate for sex education (and 

the local media's so-called "Sex Ed Girl") when 

she tries to improve the county's sky-high teen 

pregnancy rate by challenging her high 

school's policy of teaching abstinence.

Teen Pregnancy

Transamerica 2005

Felicity Huffman plays a conservative 

transgender woman who discovers she once 

fathered a son.

Transgender

Transparent 2005

Documents the experiences of nineteen 

transgender men who have given birth and 

raised their biological children.

Transgender

Vera Drake 2005

Set in 1950s London a devoted wife and 

mother, Vera (Imedla Staunton) works as a 

house cleaner, and secretly performs back-

room abortions. The film focuses on issues 

related to social class, because at the time, 

although abortion was illegal, upper-class 

women could obtain abortions if they obtained 

costly psychiatrists' opinions that they were 

unfit for pregnancy. 

Abortion

Wal-Mart: The High Cost of Low Price 2005

This documentary takes the viewer on a deeply 

personal journey into the everyday lives of 

families struggling to fight Goliath. From a 

family business owner in the Midwest to a 

preacher in California, from workers in Florida 

to a poet in Mexico, dozens of film crews on 

three continents bring the intensely personal 

stories of an assault on families and American 

values.

Human rights, labor conditions, worker's rights

Abstinence Comes to Albuquerque 2006

This film documents the controversy over 

abstinence-only education in Albuquerque 

public schools and the opinions on both sides.

Abstinence-Only Education



Access to Sexual and Reproductive Health: A 

Matter of Social Justice
2006

(Mostly in Spanish, with English subtitles) A 

documentary about how Latino community 

organizations in Los Angeles, CA have 

integrated reproductive rights into their work.

Community Organizing

Cargo Innocence Lost 2006

A Docudrama about commercial sex trafficking 

in the United States 

http://www.cargoinnocencelost.com 

Trafficking

Cruel and Unusual 2006

Imagine being a woman in a men's prison. For 

many individuals, this is a grim reality because 

the U.S. prison system decides where to place 

inmates based on their genitalia, not their 

gender identity. This award-winning 

documentary makes an unflinching 

examination of transgender women in men's 

prisons. 

Transgender

Jesus Camp 2006

Documents how children as young as 6 are 

recruited and indoctrinated as "Christian 

soldiers" in "God's army" to "take back 

America for Christ."

Religion

Lake Of Fire 2006

Graphic 2.5 hour documentary about abortion 

in America with footage spanning 15 years. 

This film covers all of the pro-life advocates, 

the murders of doctors and bombings of 

clinics, footage of actual abortions, and even 

an interview with the real-life 'Roe' from Roe 

v. Wade.

Abortion

Road to Guantanamo 2006

The terrifying first-hand account of three 

British citizens who were held for two years 

without charges in the American military 

prison at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Known as 

the "Tipton Three," in reference to their home 

town in Britain, the three were eventually 

returned to Britain and released, still having 

had no formal charges ever made against them 

at any time during their ordeal. 

International, human rights

Motherland Afghanistan 2006

In Afghanistan, one in seven women giving 

birth will die in the process, one of the highest 

maternal mortality rates in the world. Afghan 

American filmmaker Sedika Mojadidi follows 

her father, an OB/GYN, as he struggles to 

make a difference, first at Kabul's renamed 

Laura Bush Maternity Ward and then in an 

isolated provincial hospital, where patients 

often travel for days to get treatment.

Maternal Mortality

The Defenders: A History of the Birth Control 

Movement in Wisconsin
2006

Documentary about the history of birth 

control. 
Contraception

When the Levees Broke 2006

In August 2005, the American city of New 

Orleans was struck by the powerful Hurricane 

Katrina. This film covers that disastrous series 

of events that devastated the city and its 

people. Furthermore, the gross incompetence 

of the various governments and the powerful 

from the local to the federal level is examined 

to show how the poor and underprivileged of 

New Orleans were mistreated in this grand 

calamity and still ignored today.

Human rights, inequality, poverty

4 Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days 2007

Foreign film which tells the story of two young 

female roommates trying to arrange a late term 

abortion in Romania during the communist 

regime of the late 1980s. The film takes place 

during the course of one day in a dangerous 

repressive environment where all 

contraception was banned and reproduction 

was compulsory.

Abortion

Aborto Sin Pena (Abortion Without Shame) 2007

(In Spanish; English subtitles)  Three Mexican 

women from different cultural backgrounds 

talk about choosing to terminate a pregnancy.

Abortion



Abstaining from Reality: U.S. Restrictions on 

HIV Prevention
2007

This short documentary takes a critical look at 

PEPFAR's abstinence-only focus and how it 

fails to give women the opportunity to make 

their own informed decisions.

International; HIV/AIDS; Abstinence-Only 

Education

Demand 2007

DEMAND. is an excellent film which centers 

around investigative footage of sex traffickers, 

pimps and johns.  It tells the story of the 

"marketplace of exploitation" in four 

countries.  Plus, it's relatively short and you 

can watch it online. 

Trafficking

Fall From Grace 2007

For years, the Rev. Fred Phelps and his 

Westboro Baptist Church have preached a 

message of intolerance and hatred, aimed at 

homosexuals. This compelling documentary 

shines a spotlight on Phelps and his followers, 

widely condemned as a hate group. K. Ryan 

Jones's debut takes a hard look a church that 

claims that everything from the poor economy 

to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks can be tied to 

God's wrath over so-called sexual deviance. 

Religion, anti-choice protesting

For the Bible Tells Me So 2007

An exploration of the intersection between 

religion and homosexuality in the U.S. and 

how the religious right has used its 

interpretation of the Bible to stigmatize the 

gay community. 

Religion, LGBTQ

Holly 2007

Shot on location in the brothels and alleyways 

of Phnom Penh, “Holly” opens your eyes to the 

seedy world of sex trafficking in Cambodia. 

The film follows Holly (Thuy Nguyen) a 12 

year old Vietnamese girl, sold by her parents, 

and now highly valued for her virginity. By 

chance card shark and American expat (Ron 

Livingston) and Holly meet and he resolves to 

save her from a horrific fate. 

Trafficking

Juno 2007

Juno MacGuff (Ellen Page) is a 16 year old 

high school girl who has sex with her best 

friend and admirer Bleeker (Michael Cera) and 

soon discovers she is pregnant. Juno's first 

instinct is to visit an abortion clinic but she is 

quickly deterred by the nonchalant attitude of 

the receptionist and a lone pro-life protester (a 

girl from her school) who informs her that her 

baby has fingernails. Juno decides to go 

through with the pregnancy and give her baby 

up for adoption to a rich couple. 

Teen Pregnancy

Like a Ship in the Night 2007

Irish women plan journeys across the sea to 

England for abortions, which are illegal in 

Ireland.

Abortion, International

Knocked Up 2007

A drunken, one-night stand between two 

strangers in their early 20's, who have little in 

common, results in an unplanned pregnancy. 

Despite persuasion from her mother, the 

woman decides not to have an abortion, and to 

try to make the rocky relationship between the 

two work.

Unplanned pregnancy/abortion

Not For Sale: The Documentary 2007

This film is based on the book of the same 

name and covers the modern-day abolitionist 

movement.  The film both exposes the terrors 

of human trafficking and inspires hope 

through the stories and work of contemporary 

activists.

Trafficking

Red Without Blue 2007

The intimate bond between two identical twin 

brothers is challenged when one decides to 

transition from male to female; this is the 

story of their evolving relationship, and the 

resurrection of their family from a darker past. 

LGBTQ

Silent Choices 2007

The intersection of race and reproductive 

justice throughout the history of abortion 

rights.

Abortion



Taxi to the Dark Side 2007

An in-depth look at the torture practices of the 

United States in Afghanistan, Iraq and 

Guantanamo Bay, focusing on an innocent taxi 

driver in Afghanistan who was tortured and 

killed in 2002. 

Human rights, international

Trade 2007

Film about two different girls from very 

different backgrounds who are both sold into 

prostitution and the sex slave industry. For 

more information and to view a trailer go to: 

ttp://movies.yahoo.com/movie/1809420398/

info 

Trafficking

Unborn in the USA: Inside the War on 

Abortion
2007

This documentary reveals the inner workings 

of anti-choice groups.
Abortion

Very Young Girls 2007

Very Young Girls will make you very 

uncomfortable, as it focuses on American 

children in prostitution in America.  Through 

the eyes of several women who have since 

escaped, we see the ways pimps and child sex 

traffickers lure and entice children into their 

"stables," and the tactics they use to keep them 

there. 

Trafficking

We Can Do Better: The New 3Rs in Oregon--

and Beyond
2007

Oregon's new 3 Rs are Rights, Respect, and 

Responsibility.  This film documents the 

development of this social change initiative 

and its success in diverse communities 

throughout the state.

Community Organizing

XXY 2007

This film from Argentina tells the story of a 15-

year-old intersex teenager who explores her 

sexuality, deals with the physical effects of 

having both male and female genitalia, and 

grapples with the decision to have surgery and 

resume taking medications to suppress her 

masculine features .

Intersex

Abortion Democracy: Poland/South Africa 2008

Documentary looking at changes in abortion 

laws in Poland and South Africa since the 90s 

and how other factors influence the availability 

of abortion besides its legal status. 

Abortion

Abortion: The Choice

2008
Documentary about the experience of a 

woman having an abortion at a clinic in 

London.

Abortion, Contraception, Politics

All of Us

2008

Documentary abut a a young doctor in the 

South Bronx who embarks on a research 

project to find out why black women are being 

infected with the HIV virus at an alarming 

rate. Dr. Mehret Mandefro takes us into the 

lives of two of her female patients, Chevelle 

and Tara, as they identify and struggle with 

the social factors that put them at risk. Her 

current boyfriend is pressuring her for sex 

even though she is undergoing a series of 

invasive surgeries for cervical cancer.  Mehret 

expands her research to include women across 

boundaries of race, class and country further 

exploring the power imbalance in the 

bedroom. 

AIDS/HIV, Gender Roles

Call + Response 2008

This film brings together a star-studded 

musical cast to examine the issue of modern-

day slavery and how we should be and are 

responding when called to.  The film is 

powerful, and the music is on the amazing side 

of awesome.

Trafficking

Middle of Everywhere 2008

This documentary explores the complex 

opinions of the people of South Dakota after 

House Bill 1215, which could have made South 

Dakota the first state to restrict most forms of 

abortion since Roe v. Wade, fails to pass in a 

population that is mainly conservative and 

anti-abortion. 

Abortion



Pregnant Man 2008

Documentary about Thomas, a female-to-male 

transsexual who decided  to become pregnant 

through artificial insemination when his wife 

was unable to become pregnant herself. Looks 

at the hostility they experienced from many 

people. 

ART, Transgender

Revolutionary Road 2008

Based on the novel by Richard Yates, the film 

examines the domestic life of a young 

suburban couple and an unexpected 

pregnancy's effect on their  plans to break free 

from the monotony of married life.

Abortion

Slumdog Millionaire 2008

While it's more about love, India, corruption 

and love again, child trafficking features 

prominently in Slumdog Millionaire.  The 

plight of street children trafficked for begging 

in India fits as seamlessly into the film as the 

children themselves do into the landscape of 

Mumbai.  It's not an activist film, but it has a 

true activist heart.

Trafficking

Standard Operating Procedure 2008
Errol Morris examines the incidents of abuse 

and torture of suspected terrorists at the hands 

of U.S. forces at the Abu Ghraib prison. 

Human rights, international

Taken 2008

Drama about a former CIA officer who must 

rely on his old skills in order to track down his 

estranged daughter who has been kidnapped 

by the Albanian sex trade while traveling in 

France.

Trafficking

The Stoning of Soraya M. 2008

An American drama adapted from French-

Iranian journalist Freidoune Sahebjam's 1990 

book La Femme Lapidée, based on a true 

story. When Soraya wouldn't grant her abusive 

husband, Ali, a divorce in order to remarry a 

14-year-old, he starts a rumor that Soraya was 

unfaithful. Ali knows that if Soraya is dead, he 

will be able to remarry and also avoid paying 

child support.

International Women's Rights, DV/IPV

House of Numbers 2008

Although AIDS has been front-page news for 

over 28 years, it is barely understood.The 

HIV/AIDS story is being rewritten, and this is 

the first film to present the uncensored POVs 

of virtually all the major players -- in their own 

settings, in their own words. It rocks the 

foundation upon which all conventional 

wisdom regarding HIV/AIDS is based.

HIV/AIDS

Crude 2009
The story of lawsuit by tens of thousands of 

Ecuadorans against Chevron over 

contamination of the Ecuadorean Amazon. 

Human rights, international, environmental, 

reproductive health

Esmeralda: A Transgender Detainee Speaks Out 2009

Courage comes in many different forms. For 

Esmeralda, a transgender asylum seeker from 

Mexico, who faced horrific circumstances in 

immigration detention, it came in the form of 

seeking justice. Kept in a segregated cell with 

other transgender detainees, Esmeralda never 

realized that her experience in detention 

would match the trauma of discrimination she 

had faced back home. But her story is also one 

of hope for change

LGBTQ; international

Last Summer of La Boyita 2009

This film is a coming-of-age story about a 

young girl's interaction with her childhood 

playmate, a shy, withdrawn ranch hand's son 

who has both male and female genitalia.  

Intersex



Moms Living Clean 2009

This documentary takes you through three 

years in the lives of six women in an 

innovative substance abuse program, working 

to change their lives while facing drug laws 

that dehumanize mothers and take away their 

children.

Motherhood/drug laws

Not Yet Rain 2009

This film shares the stories of women in 

Ethiopia and how abortion has touched their 

lives. Some discuss the struggles faced in 

trying to obtain a safe abortion.

Abortion Access/Africa

Sin By Silence 2009

From behind prison walls, SIN BY SILENCE 

reveals the lives of extraordinary women who 

advocate for a future free from domestic 

violence. Inside the California Institution for 

Women, the first inmate-initiated and led 

group in the U.S. prison system, shatters the 

misconceptions of domestic violence. Against 

the system and against the odds, the women of 

Convicted Women Against Abuse have risen to 

expose the stigma of the cycle of domestic 

violence. Through their stories of terror and 

hope, the viewer can begin to understand the 

cycle of violence, the signs of an abuser, and 

how each and every one of us is responsible for 

changing the tragedy of domestic violence.

DV/IPV

12th and Delaware 2010

This documentary shines a light on the 

proliferation of Crisis Pregnancy Centers 

(CPCs) that advertise as if they are abortion 

clinics to lure in women who are seeking 

pregnancy termination and coerce them to 

continue their pregnancies through half-truths 

and lies.  The producers have captured an 

unscripted look at a CPC and how the women 

are treated their, as well as an actual abortion 

clinic across the street and the services women 

are provided with there.

Crisis Pregnancy Centers

Daddy I Do 2010

The Purity Ball symbolizes a father's 

protection of his daughter's virginity, but how 

does is this reflected in the choices she makes, 

her understanding of her sexuality, and 

knowing her worth as a woman? This 

documentary examines the effects of 

Abstinence-Only Programs versus 

Comprehensive Sex Education in schools and 

what society can do to help address teen 

pregnancies, abortions, and STDS, as well as 

poverty and sexual abuse.

Abstinence-Only Sex Education

Le Ventre des Femmes (A Woman's Womb) 2010
Documents the sterilization of thousands of 

Peruvian men and women between 1995 and 

2000. 

Coercive sterilization

Eggsploitation 2011

The infertility industry in the United States 

has grown to a multi-billion dollar business. 

What is its main commodity? Human eggs. 

Young women all over the world are solicited 

by ads—via college campus bulletin boards, 

social media, online classifieds—offering up to 

$100,000 for their “donated” eggs, to “help 

make someone’s dream come true.” 

Eggsploitation spotlights the booming 

business of human eggs told through the tragic 

and revealing stories of real women who 

became involved and whose lives have been 

changed forever. 

Bioethics, reproductive health


