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Brazil— In Brazil, 200,000 women are hospitalized each year because of complications arising from 
unsafe abortions, according to statistics by the Health Ministry.1  Traditionally, the Catholic Church in 
Brazil has held great power over social issues such as abortion.  In March 2009, the Archbishop of 
Brazil came under fire by Brazilians when he excommunicated everyone involved in the legal abortion 
of a nine year old girl who was raped and impregnated with twins by her stepfather.2  This abortion 
was legal under Brazilian law because it was due to rape and the girl’s life was in danger.3  In spite of 
this, there has been draft legislation introduced in Brazil that would grant absolute protection for the 
“unborn”.4  Advocates have urged Brazilian lawmakers to vote against this legislation, stating that it 
violates Brazil’s international human rights obligations and contradicts Brazilian national law.5  
 
Colombia—In May 2006, the Colombian Constitutional Court ruled that abortion must be permitted 
when a pregnancy threatens a woman’s life or health, and in cases of rape, incest, or where the fetus 
has certain malformations that make it unable to survive outside the uterus.6  Before this, abortion 
was illegal in Colombia in all circumstances.  In October 2009, the Colombian Court reinforced the 
2006 decision by stating that when abortion is legal, women “enjoy a right to decide, free from any 
pressure, coercion, urging, manipulation and, in general, any sort of inadmissible intervention to 
terminate a pregnancy…it is forbidden to raise any obstacles, requirements or additional barriers.”7 

 
Dominican Republic—In 2009, the Dominican Constitution was amended to add that the right to 
life exists from the moment of conception.8 The amendment was passed despite constant and vocal 
objections from feminist and human rights organizations, and it makes abortion illegal even in the 
most horrific cases of incest or rape.9 
 
Mexico—On April 24, 2007, Mexico City’s legislature voted to make abortion legal in the first 
trimester.10  Any termination of a pregnancy before 12 weeks gestation is no longer a crime.  However, 
Mexican officials have a well-documented history of actively hindering women’s right to procure legal 
abortion,even when officials know without a doubt that the abortion sought is allowed by law.11. In the 
first year the law passed, the application of the law has proved difficult, as nearly 85% of gynecologists 
in the city’s public hospitals have declared themselves objectors, and some women are also reporting 
that in the hospitals that provide abortions, the nurses are hostile and demeaning, proving to be 
constant hurdles.12 Shortly after the law was approved, the Mexican Attorney General and the 

National Commission on Human Rights challenged that the law was unconstitutional, questioning the 

competence of the Mexico City Legislative Assembly to alter the Penal Code and the Health Law of 

the Federal District to legalize abortion.
13

 However, in a landmark decision for women’s rights, the 
Supreme Court of Mexico voted 8-3, rejecting the constitutional challenge, and upholding the law.14 
 
Nicaragua—On October 26, 2006, Nicaragua’s congress passed a complete ban on abortion.15  The 
ban contains no exceptions for women’s health, for victims of rape or incest, or for women whose lives 
are threatened by the pregnancy.16  The National Assembly enacted the ban during the highly 
contested 2006 presidential campaign17 at the behest of Catholic and evangelical church leaders.18  
Prior to this ban, therapeutic abortion was legal if it was necessary to save the woman’s life and if she 
and three physicians consented to it.19  In response to the new law, the Inter-American Commission 
on Human Rights issued a statement that the total abortion ban is contrary to international law and 
endangers women’s human rights.20  In August of 2007, The Human Rights Watch found that in less 
than a year of the enactment of the new law, while no doctors have been prosecuted for performing 
abortions, the mere possibility of criminal charges has already had a deadly effect.21 The organization 
has called on the Nicaraguan government to protect women’s human rights.22 Nicaragua has a high 
rate of maternal mortality, largely due to unsafe, illegal abortion practices. 
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Peru—In June 2009, L.C., a 16-year-old Peruvian rape survivor, filed a human rights petition against 
Peru before CEDAW for its failure to implement measures to guarantee women’s access to legal 
abortion.23  L.C., a 13-year-old at the time, attempted to end her life by jumping off a roof after 
discovering she was pregnant as the result of repeated rapes by a 34-year-old man. However, when 
she was rushed to the hospital, her doctors refused to perform a necessary spinal operation on her 
because she was pregnant, even though abortion is legal in Peru to save a woman’s health or life.  L.C. 
did not receive the surgery until months later, after she had miscarried due to her injuries, but 
because of the delay, she will likely be permanently paralyzed.   
 
The Peruvian government has still failed to abide by the United Nations Human Rights Committee’s 
(UNHCR) ruling in K.L. v. Peru (2005), which found the Peruvian government at fault for failing to 
ensure access to legal abortion services and ordered Peru to provide K.L. with reparations.  K.L. was 
forced by state-employed health officials to carry a fetus to term after it was diagnosed with 
anencephaly, a fatal anomaly in which the fetus is missing most or all of the forebrain.24  She was also 
forced to breast-feed the baby for the four days it lived.  In October 2009, a legislative committee 
confirmed its support for a bill that would expand an existing law to include rape or fetal deformity as 
circumstances in which legal abortion is allowed.25  
 
United States of America—On April 18, 2007, the United States Supreme Court ruled 5-4 in 
Gonzales v. Carhart/Gonzales v. Planned Parenthood that the federal Partial Birth Abortion Ban Act 
of 2003 was constitutional.26  This ban makes it a federal crime to “deliberately and intentionally 
vaginally deliver a living fetus” past certain anatomical landmarks “for the purpose of performing an 
overt act that the person knows will kill the partially delivered living fetus.”27  While there is an 
exception to save the woman’s life, there is no exception to protect her health.28  
 
Uruguay—On November 6, 2008, Uruguayan senators voted to ease the country’s abortion laws.  
The Senate vote gave preliminary approval to a bill that would have allowed women to have an 
abortion in the first 12 weeks of pregnancy on grounds that include economic or social hardship or 
“circumstances linked to how the conception took place.”  However, Uruguay’s President successfully 
blocked the bill with a veto on November 14 of the same year.29  Abortion remains illegal in Uruguay.   
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